Town of Winter Park

Residential
tectural Guidelines

Arch

and
Regulat

1IoNs

Design

il
,_ ___#_ll__ * - __"_.#H_
R \um, A -_1
_‘. h*_# h__\ﬁ ..,,_..,w"_ ot ..,H. Vm _m

- April 15, 1997

Publication date

Prepared by: Bob Caravona, Town Planner



Foreword

The Town of Winter Park's mission statement is:

“To actively develop as a quality resort community which reflects the beauty of our natural
surroundings.”

To provide a greater level of detail regarding the type of development that
promotes the Town's mission statement and development direction, the Town
adopted Ordinance Number 229 which created a Design Review Committee and
Design Guidelines and Regulations for the downtown and all commercially zoned areas.
In similar spirit, the following Residential Architectural Guidelines and Design Regulations
were adopted by the Town Council and created through careful analysis and
scrutiny of similar mountain communities such as Colorado Springs, Park City,
Telluride, Summit County, Steamboat Springs and Routt County, etc. All
residential development projects must adhere to the Guidelines and gain approval
by the Planning and Zoning Commission and the Design Review Committee. An
"Authorization to Proceed” must be obtained from the Community Development
Director or Town Manager before any site clearing or construction may begin.

The Residential Architectural Guidelines and Design Regulations are a supplement to the
Town of Winter Park Master Plan, the Downtown Improvements Plan, the Master Street Plan,
the Town Charter and the Town Code. The above listed documents should be
reviewed by owners, developers and design professionals prior to planning and
designing each development project.

The goals of the Residential Architectural Guidelines and Design Regulations are to promote
quality development, address safety issues and conserve the natural setting.
Therefore, consult with the Community Development Department for clarification
of any development questions or issues.

Finally, the Town of Winter Park thanks the government officials, design
professionals and citizens who provided their expertise and insights into
residential development in the mountains.
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Vision

The vision of the Town of Winter Park is to create a viable and comfortable resort
community that reflects the diversity of its people and the unique forest beauty of
the Continental Divide and Rocky Mountain setting.

Surrounded by majestic peaks that create a dramatic mountain valley, the Town
of Winter Park’s identity is characterized by coniferous trees weaving throughout
the Town that lead to the dense forest mountainsides yielding only to the barren,
snow-capped mountain peaks. Traditionally, residents and visitors perceived and
used this landscape for active (skiing, hiking, etc.) and passive (sightseeing, etc.)
recreational enjoyment. Therefore, the sensitivities to developing this land and
minimizing visual impacts should be addressed through conscientious and
meticulous site planning, building scale and architectural design. Individual
buildings should not visually dominate the townscape and natural surroundings,
nor call undue attention to themselves. Rather, the use of building forms,
elements and materials derived directly and indirectly from the mountain
environment and applying responsive technology to the local climate will create
a unique architectural vernacular to the Town of Winter Park.

How the Town of Winter Park develops is a matter of community-wide concern.
If development occurs in accordance with the following Residential Architectural
Guidelines and Design Regulations, the resulting development should be sensitive to
the land's natural functions while conserving the amenities of Winter Park such
as vistas of the Continental Divide and forested areas.

For those who decide to build in a mountain resort environment, there are
inherent costs and risks to consider, such as heavy snowfalls, slippery roads,
varying slopes, wildlife, a delicate ecosystem and forest fire potential. However,
the benefits of communing with nature and the spectacular views should outweigh
the risks.

Similar reasons attracted existing residents to the area who welcome you, but
who also wish to preserve and enhance the Town's character. When building
homes or multiple-family projects that maximize the breathtaking vistas of the ski
slopes and the Fraser Valley, an important consideration is that the people in the
valley and on the ski slopes may have views of these buildings. With such prime
real estate comes development and ownership responsibilities. To promote the
Town's vision statement and protect the local quality of life through proper
development, the Residential Architectural Guidelines and Design Regulations were
adopted.
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